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NN. Gold mine in Ilovica – Foreigners profit, Macedonia suffers
N. Ogražden will be “erased” from the Macedonian map

Major economic plus for the state is expected with the copper and gold mine project in Ilovica, near Strumica. Foreigners will search for 160 tons of gold and 800,000 tons of copper. Profits will go to another pocket and the state will get the change. The concessionaire “Euromax Resources” will be a part of the Ogražden mountain in a major treasure hunt. They are offering employment for 500 people, but not many Bosilovo residents are eager to work in the mine which will literally be hanging over their heads…

Little money, a lot of work

[bookmark: _GoBack]A project offering a major economic plus for the state. The “Euromax Resources” Company will search for 160 tons of gold and 800,000 tons of copper in a 23-year period. From the sold copper and gold there will also be money for the state, but comparing those funds to the profit for the concessionaire, the state is left with a small portion of the company profit. The foreign “Euromax Resources” Company for the purposes of the mine will rip out decades-old trees in a part of the Ogražden mountain and it will then dig deep until they find the copper and gold they are looking for. Locals will be affected, and the citizens of the Strumica villages of Ilovica and Štuka in the municipality of Bosilovo, to which this mine will literally hang over their heads. They do not need jobs in mining. They say surviving is hard, but in order to meet their needs, they do agriculture, various crafts…Municipal statistics shows that around 350 citizens of Bosilovo are unemployed out of a total of 5% of residents with capacity to work.

The economic expert Branimir Jovanović considers that the projected number of 500 employments is too low, having in mind that one worker will contribute for around 700,000 € annually. A kilo of gold is worth about 40,000 € in the world stock marketat the moment, and 1 ton of copper is worth about 4,000 €, Jovanović explains. He considers that this type of investment should by no means fall in the hands of private companies, especially not foreign investors. He considers the investment big, but no viable for the state, since with 500 million €, 8 billion € worth of ore is obtained, Jovanović adds.

“Let us for example say that 8 billion € worth of ore will employ 500 people, just mathematics itself shows that the number of employed people will be too low. Considering the number of people that will be working in the mine, it can be seen that these 500 people which will be employed there in a period of 20 (23) years, one worker will make about 800,000 (695,000) € annually. Considering this, mathematics itself shows that the mine is not to be allowed to be exploited by some foreigners. These is a lot of money and can be used in a much better way,and not be given by the state to a foreigner to exploit these ore wealth”, the economy expert Branimir Jovanović told us.

From all these money, the state is left with the change, or with only 8 million €. Macedonia will take about 160 million € in a period of 23 years, or 7 million € a year. This may not seem like a lot of money, says Jovanović, but it is enough for a children’s clinic, and these are not funds that the state cannot secure on its own. The number of employed people in Macedonia is estimated at 700,000, so 500 employees are not that big of a number. Macedonia in one day, approximately two years ago, employed about 1,800 people in the “Makedonski Šumi” (Macedonian Forests) a public enterprise, these were vulnerable citizens. Jovanović also mentioned the 1,600 administrative officers that only collect their salary and do not have the first idea about their position, therefore he considers the mine employments as too few to create any kind of positive effect on the economy.

The municipality nods to the state

An outstanding project for the municipal economy, says the mayor of Bosilovo Municipality Ljupčo Kolev, who stated “I can responsibly claim that I don’t have any pressure from higher officials regarding the copper and gold mine near Ilovica and Štuka”. He added that the municipality’s role is to agree on a project which is suggested by higher institutions, referring later to the Ministry of Economy that issued the exploitation concession.

“The Council voted in favor of the requestmade by the Minister of Economy, we give our consent that our territory can be researched in the designated spots, and the municipality agrees to the exploitation in the future, under the condition, as I already mentioned, this is economically viable for us. Considering that the copper and gold mine near Ilovica and Štuka is located near these two populated areas is in a phase where the exploitation concession has been approved, the concessionaire is intensively preparing to shape the infrastructure on everything that is needed so the mine can officially start working”, stated the mayor of Bosilovo, Ljupčo Kolev.

Municipal authority, aside from local economic development, consists also of taking care of the environment. Kolev claims that both aspects are equally respected. For the ecological study the mayor is convinced that the concessionaire will respect the ecological standards. He says, a water treatment facility will be built for the wastewater, which means building a pipeline in the municipality that will be later used for the municipality’s filtering station, from where the residents, according to the mayor, are provided with 70% clean drinking water. The residents, considers the father of Bosilovo, will be again able to practice agriculture. They will produce quality and clean potatoes, peppers, tomatoes; husbandry will be again practiced too… But, when asked who can guarantee for all of this, he says that he cannot and transfers the responsibility to the state, invoking the strict regulations related to ecology, especially for projects such as this one.

Ljupčo Kolev follows the steps of the president of VMRO-DPMNE, the ruling party for the last ten years. He says that he is in constant contact to the locals and that they all agree on the project for an open pit mine on the Ogražden mountain near Ilovica and Štuka.

Bosilovo residents oppose the mine

All Bosilovo residents do not have the same opinion as their mayor. They fear for the environment once the mine starts working. We asked them whether they would work in the mine and they right away answered that they would not. The salaries may be big, but they say that their health is more important to them. The locals remembered their relatives that used to work in mines, they had big salaries, but they are not around anymore.

Nikola Trajkovski from Bosilovo bas been unemployed for 12 years, and he is now 46. He is a trained chef. He said that when physical labor is paid so high, it is very clear that chances of survival are slim. He says that he would not accept to work in a mine, and that he would live a much healthier life if he is on the dole.

“It should be checked whether there is damage. The digging will result in some consequences, there are hazardous chemicals. I have a relative in Turnovo, he used to work on the digging there. He was digging. After 7 months of work he got pneumonia. They paid him 45,000 MKD per month. They offer salaries so high because they know that the workers will fall sick. I used to work in Germany for 5-6 years, I have kidney problems. I don’t want to work in that mine, I will not last for 3 months there. I have a young child of 6, I love my family. If I was 20 I may have tried, but now I am 46 and I already have the needed years required for pension”, says Nikola Trajkovski, resident of Bosilovo.

The 68-years old Arif Ademon shares the same opinion; he makes a living from a craft, works in the two villages of Ilovica and Štuka. Arif says that even if they offer him 1,000 € of salary he would not accept it.

“We don’t want it to be built. That is what we said at the public debate here in Ilovica. But there are people which will accept working if they are offered higher salaries, but they are not from Ilovica. It will be also bad for the animals when the digging on Ogražden starts”, says ArifAdemov, resident of Ilovica.

Ilovica with the highest number of residents in Bosilovo

The municipality of Bosilovo has a total of 14,260 residents. The majority of the residents live in the village of Ilovica. The municipal statistics shows that there are 464 families, and the city has 1,907 residents, 968 of which are male, and 939 are female. The neighboring village of Ilovica is Štuka. They are separated by a small, narrow street. Štuka has fewer residents. The village has 207 families, 781 residents, 426 of them are male, and 355 are female. In the Southeast Planning Region there are more than 40 hectares of used agricultural land. The majority of the households work on that land. About 50% of total production of tomatoes in our country, according to data, comes from the Strumica region. And 45% of the total pepper production in Macedonia comes from the fertile Strumica field.

The damage to the country

Since the exploitation of a mine in Ogražden is already approved, the mayor of the municipality of Bosilovo, Ljupčo Kolev and the economic expert Branimir Jovanović agree on one thing – “the damages to Macedonia are great because the gold that we have will be in the hands of a foreign company or private companies in general, instead of being in the hands of the state”. How long we we will  be able to  to eat Strumica peppers depends on the concessionaire respecting the ecological standards for the open pit mine near Ilovica and Štuka. A part of the Ogražden mountain with the copper and gold mine project will be slowly “erased” from the Macedonian map. The mayor of Bosilovo hopes that the investment company which will employ 500 people will respect the ecological standards. He lives in Turnovo, a village near Ilovica and Štuka, and said that like all the other villagers he keeps cool in the yard by watering the lawn barefoot.


Igor Stefanovski
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