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Enviromental blitzkrieg: technologies of private apropriation of value/treasure

By Stefan Aleksic

“When rights are equal, force decides.“ Karl Marx 


When Karl Marx said this, he was thinking about the conflict between workers and their employers over worktime. In the 21. century, however, Marx’ sentence, seems to me, envelopes even those spheres that were not debated in the mid ninetineth century. What forms does this ‘force’ take in the contemporary world? Is it just a brute force coercing workers to work 27/7 and until they die? Or is it sometimes rather difficult to interpret this notion of ‘force’ – could it be the ability to force your ‘opponent’ to give up his ‘equal right’? Is it a power to influence public opinion in order to push your own interest? Is it a power to influence state structures into regulating spheres in ways that suit you? 

The Bulgarian region of Tran is about to experience all of these powers of corporate capital - mining companies are on to its treasure: its gold deposited in the soil of the region. Regions gold deposits have been long exploited and in recent years there has been a campaign to revive this exploitation, by consessing parts of the region to mining companies. But it is its other treasure – priceless nature and beautiful landscapes – that will have to be sacrificed in order to extract the gold: exploitation of gold deposits implies several open cast sites and a number of underground sites: those casts and mines are to be opened in the region that is now under the protection of European regulations as nature-park. It seems obvious that Bulgarian authorities will have to choose: either allow gold mining, or preserve the nature of the region. 

The company Asarel Medet, closely tied with the Bulgarian tycoon Lachezar Tsotsorkov according to our informants, has expresed her interest for exploiting gold deposits of the mountain: and, apparently, when Tsotsorkov wants something, he gets it. Enter the power of contemporary capitalism and its corporations: Asarel Medet is using its enormous financial background and power in the form of political influence and sophisticated technologies of public relations and/or social engeneering in order to push her own interests. So the conflict here is not only “who has the right on mountain treasures“ - population, its inhabitants or perhaps a mining company - but also which treasure of those two is more valuable - and it is precisely where these social engeneering techniques will try to make the difference. 

During our stay in the region, during the summer of 2016, we had the opportunity to see these techniques in action and  in our interviews I could clearly identify a marketing pattern: though all supporters are pretty sure of the bright future of the region and the Bulgarian economy if the proposal is accepted, no one is sure of the chemical substances that are to be used – hence, clear visions of a bright future are contrasted by vague images of technologies in use: everybody knows that this process will bring benefits but no one seems to know what kind of chemistry will be used and what impact it will have on environment - though all of the supporters of the project are certain that the environmental impact will be minimal, none of them is sure of what exactly this ‘minimal’ means. Even the number of open cast sites is not clearly defined. In short, no one knows how many open casts are there going to be. As if someone is trying to conceal the real scale and extent of the planed project. 

Bojan Rashev is one of the supporters of the project – he is working in the company “Denkstatt“, which deals with the sustainability of mining projects. But, although Rashev is a professional geographer, his knowledge of the proposed projects is amazingly low - he knows neither what is the exact process of flotation extraction, neither the geological details, neither what chemicals are to be used, nor is he aware whether those substances are dangerous or not. This is puzzling because, as I understood it, it is precisely his company - Denkstatt - that said that environmental impact of mining operations will be minimal and that the project is sustainable and environmentally feasible. All of Rashevs claims should be taken with the grane of salt though, since unclear distinction between Bojan Rasev and the interest of Asarel Medret seriouslu udermine the credibillity of his claims: he refused to answer our question on connections of his company and Asarel. The clew of the mutual interests, bussiness relations and connections here is near-impossible to untangle and understand. 

In the city of Tran, a marketing office has been installed, apparently with the goal of presenting the project to cittizens of the region. Lady in the maketing office has the exact same same problem as Bojan Rashev has: she is sure that bright future is guaranteed if the project passes, but she is not so sure about both how this is going to be achieved and at what environmental and social cost. Incredabily hard question it seems, especially if one consideres that one can find answers even on wikipedia page. 

Even the international tensions, such a usual feat of Balkan countries, seems not to be the problem when exploitation of ore and poluting the environment are at stake. Macedonia is firmly in the grip of both Euromax and Asarel Medet which are operating Ilovica - environmentally troubled mining project - while Serbian governemnt said that it does not protest the plan of open cast mining, even though the Tran region is located next to the Serbian border and the mining will take place several hundred feet from border and near the river Jerna which is under environmental protection in Serbia. 

The Serbian government’s response stands in sharp contrasts to its prime minister's attitude to its own population whom he criticizes for not working enough. But there are reasons for such an amazing level of servility: one must remember that Asarel Medret is a company with regional ambitions, already having open cast mines in Macedonia, and putting its eye on Serbias metal deposits. Balkan countries are on the hunt for foreign invesments and governments are reluctant to critique any of them, fearing investors avoiding their country: the race to the bottom at its best as governments transform societies into investment friendly (legal and political) environments, their citizens into obedient masses and their environments into commodities. Impression that the investors are being privileged by local governments and administrations while the authentic actions and pleas of the citizens is beeing supressed is hard to avoid. 

Suddenly, all of it makes sence: deindustrialisation of nineties has prowen disasterous for local economies, making a need for some sort of reindustrialisation which will be led by investors and capital conglomerates. In this proces, the position of both the state and society are weakened, so they are forced into accepting even those unacceptable proposals, even proposals that will permanently damage enviroment. Corporatuions are pacticing ‘low profile’ strategies, anesthetizing public and creating para-legal relations to the state institutions, extensively exploiting corruption in order to realize thair goal – deregulated exploitation of natural resources. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]But, its unclear wether the mining will be more profitable: the mining industry is in crisis and it looks like the crisis is going to stick for a while.[footnoteRef:1] On the other hand, nature tourism, ecological agriculture and health products are the industry on the rise with hudge revenues mached only by revenues expected in the future: bright future for the region, guaranteed by Rashev and mining corporations, looks dark indeed if we trade priceless natural enviroment to volitality of ore markets. After all, someone is going to have to clean up the mess, and you can bett your ass it wont be the companies that were picking up the profits: capitalism is privatisation of profit and socialisation of the cost of the profit.  [1:  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/industry/mining/12053444/Five-reasons-mining-companies-are-in-a-hole.html ] 




With the financial support of the European Parliament to the Green European Foundation. The European Parliament is not responsible for the content of this article.
image1.jpeg
GREEN EUROPEAN FOUNDATION




