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The ideas of the Green New Deal have in many 
ways, and in many countries, become part of the 
mainstream political discourse. There is still a 
long way to go to turn commendable political di-
scourse into concrete political action. To name 
but one recent example: the European Union’s 
programme “Europe 2020”, meant to be the 
major impetus in moving towards a sustainable 
Europe, falls far short in its actual approach of 
its self-proclaimed goals.

In many ways this is reminiscent of the Polish 
case: the strategic document “Poland 2030. 
Developmental challenges” is a recurring po-
int of reference in this publication. As with the 
European Union’s “Europe 2020” programme, 
the heavy reliance on economic growth which 
overshadows measures for achieving social 
cohesion or an ecological reconversion of the 
economy in Poland, is evident throughout this 
document.

When setting out on this publication the guiding 
question was what Polish Government policy 
would look like if it was instead based on the 
Green New Deal. Which sectors would drive the 
transformation and which sectors would be in 
most need of reform? Which transversal issu-
es such as gender relations or education would 
have to be addressed as part of this transfor-
mation?

While the transformation of our societies pre-
supposes costs for certain sectors, it will also 
generate wealth and activity in others. Given 
that current policies within the European Union 
– at the national as well as European level – are 
not ambitious enough in this respect, there is 
enormous latent potential to build a better fu-
ture. This is something which is both technically 
and fi nancially feasible, for Poland as well as 
for the European Union as a whole.
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