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FOREWORD

A quarter of the way into the 21st century, the European
Union finds itself in a moment of profound reflection.
The promise of European integration endures, yet the
path forward is being reshaped by the long tail of recent
tectonic shifts: Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine,
the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic, intensifying
geopolitical competition between the United States
and China, the energy crisis, the rapid rise of artificial
intelligence, and mounting demographic pressures.

These developments compelled Europe into a period
of soul-searching. They test economic resilience, social
cohesion, and democratic institutions, raising pressing
questions about Europe’s capacity to uphold its values
while ensuring protection and prosperity.

The political landscape has also shifted. The electoral
dynamics of 2024 continue to reverberate, with far-right
forces gaining ground and influencing debates across
the continent. In response, centre-right actors have often
emphasised deregulation and stricter migration policies.
This evolution raises fundamental questions about
the direction of the European project and the balance
between geopolitics, solidarity, freedom and the urgent
need for ecological and energy transition.

Yet, amidst these pressures, the European Union endures
and proves resilient. Autonomy, resilience, and security
have become central to European debates, but they must
go beyond buzzwords and translate into concrete choices
that strengthen democratic foundations and prepare the
Union for its next steps. Europe’s ambition should not
be to shape a global order out of Europe, nor to seek
hegemony, but to contribute to building a global order
with Europe—one that is cooperative, stable, and just

At the same time, the urgency of ecological and social
transformation remains. Climate change accelerates,
inequalities persist, and there is a risk that short-term
responses overshadow long-term needs. In such times,
political clarity and collective action are indispensable,
very much sustained by political education and debates.

For the Green European Foundation, 2025 has been
a year of reorientation, consolidation, and exploration.
While continuing its core mission of political education
and fostering debate, the Foundation has laid the
groundwork for its 2030 horizon. Key priorities will
include advancing a renewed social and green deal for
Europe, strengthening democracy in the context of
technological transformation, and anchoring Europe’s
security and resilience in values-based approaches. This
work is complemented by continued commitments to
self-reflexivity as a political movement, feminism, youth
education, and the role of local-level politics.

Several key moments marked the year 2025. Two editions
of the Green European Journal explored the reclaiming of
freedom and the role of arts and culture in politics. A new
training offer was launched for young European activists.
Important publications advanced reflection on wellbeing
economics as the future for the EU and on value-based
approaches to security and defence. Meanwhile, our
Policy and Research knowledge communities contributed
to debates on the energy transition, the social dimension
of the green transition, and the circular economy as
a political project for the EU single market.

These efforts were carried by a strong network of partners
and member foundations across Europe, as well as the
dedication of staff and the Board of Directors. Together,
they sustained a vibrant contribution to the European
public sphere and strengthened capacities for change.

Yes, challenges remain and abound. And yet, the
European project has always evolved through periods of
transformation. The question is how Europe will shape
its future while preserving its democratic foundations and
long-term ambition.

As we move forward, the Foundation’s task remains
clear: to contribute to a Europe that reconciles planetary
boundaries with social progress and prosperity while
always improving and anchoring our democratic
foundations and responsibilities, never forgetting Europe’s
global role and responsibility. The work continues, and so
does our determination.



MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

MISSION

The Green European Foundation is a European political foundation, affiliated to the European Green Party, whose
mission—as an organisation and as a network—is to:

»  Contribute to stronger, more participative, and pluralist democracy in Europe;

* Act as a dynamic hub for ideas, debates, training and exchange that provides political education for European
citizens and like-minded green actors;

» Bridge the gap between grassroots movements, civil society, academics, the private sector and political actors,
from the European to the local level and vice versa.

The Green European Foundation aims to develop and promote a Green vision of a more just, sustainable, social and
democratic Europe. The Green European Foundation also operates beyond the European Union and is committed to
its non-EU partners. The Green European Foundation is a feminist, open and free space for ideas that support a better
Europe in a better world.

STRATEGIC OBIECTIVES

The Green European Foundation operated in 2025 around three core strategic objectives:

Shape today’s debate and tomorrow’s ideas

In 2025 we contributed to the political and policy debate by bringing progressive ideas and proposals that can shape
today’s and tomorrow’s Europe. The Green European Journal published articles and editions bringing forward looking
ideas and debates on the topics of freedom, and arts and culture, while GEF’s policy and research hub proposed new
takes on policy and political issues through its focus on the social and gender dimensions of the energy transition as
well as on circular economy.

Training for young European activists

In 2025 we enriched and improved our training offer by delivering high level and tailored training to young European
actors. This objective is essential for a European political foundation in its mission of education and providing
accessible knowledge to citizens interested in green and European topics. Every two years this culminates also in
a European Green Academy.

Make the Green Flow

In 2025 we continued and consolidated our unique position to serve as a knowledge hub between different political,
policy, civil society, and trade union actors. GEF has become a leading hub for green ideas, discussion, training and
networking within the broader Green family and among like-minded organisations across Europe.

THEMATIC PRIORITIES

The thematic priorities of the foundation and its network in 2025 revolved mainly around
» The social dimension of the green transition, in particular of the energy transition.
* The democratic and values’ dimensions of the issues of peace, security and defence.
» The future of the European prosperity project through wellbeing and post-growth
*  Our core transversal themes i.e. feminism, youth and local-level policies and politics.



GREEN EUROPEAN JOURNAL

In2025,the Green EuropeanJournal continuedits coverage
of current affairs and green ideas, with thematic focuses
including the future of Ukraine, peace and geopolitics,
Germany’s European role, artificial intelligence, local
conflicts around green transition mining, and sustainable
farming and the Common Agricultural Policy. National
and local elections covered included those in Germany,
Norway, Moldova, the Netherlands, Czechia, and Croatia.
The summer print edition, “Unbound”, built on the
Journal’s 2024 work on the far right. It examined how
ideals of freedom have been coopted by conservative and
reactionary forces, and sketched out a green alternative.

Key contributors and interviewees included American
journalist Vincent Bevins, ecological economics professor
Julia Steinberger, and French conservative philosopher
Chantal Delsol. The edition was launched in Brussels at
a roundtable with Green MEP Alexandra Geese, Polish
activist Dominika Lasota, European Liberal Forum
Director Alva Finn, and cultural policy researcher Elena
Polivtseva.

The winter print edition, “Acting Out”, opened a space for
debate on the value of arts and culture and their potential
to contribute to a just ecological European transformation.
It featured contributors such as cultural economist Justin
O’Connor and Ukrainian cultural researcher Kateryna
Botanova, as well as interviewees such as economist
Mariana Mazzucato and Spain’s Minister of Culture Ernest
Urtasun. The edition was launched in early December at
Lisbon’s Centro Cultural de Belém with EUI professor
Mafalda Damaso, and writer and playwright Jacinto
Lucas Pires, and University of the Arts London senior
researcher Patrycja Kaszynska.
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In terms of regular partnerships, GEJ continued its
publishing and translation exchange with El Salto
(Spain), Denik Referendum (Czechia), and Eurozine
(Austria). It also co-published with the Italian magazine
Internazionale a four-part investigation by Stefano Liberti
on the pressures farmers are facing in Italy’s Po Valley.
Moreover, in 2025, GEJ translated into French and Italian
highlights of “Unbound” and of the “Head On” print
editions , as well as a selection of articles on economic
competitiveness and on farming in the EU.

In terms of promotion, GEJ strengthened its presence on
LinkedIn and Instagram, reaching 3000 followers on the
latter. By the end of 2025, the Green European Journal
had over 250 subscribers to its biannual print editions and
distributed more than 2000 print copies across Europe to
members of the Green family, participants at progressive
political events, attendees at summer schools, universities,
and think tanks. Online, its website received over 240,000
visits over the course of the year. Subscribers to the
Editor’s Picks newsletter remained stable above 5000,
whereas The Sprout, the newsletter launched in 2024,
reached approximately 1400 subscribers every month.



GEF AND ITS NETWORK

In 2025, GEF continued to work with its network of partner foundations and other EU stakeholders. Steered from
Brussels and taking place across Europe, these projects are central to GEF’s mission of bridging the gap between
national-level activism and EU decision-making and reflect the foundation’s philosophy that the European project
should be the result of transnational and open contributions from many groups in society. Additionally, the work
of GEF throughout Europe allows the foundation to increase its visibility across Europe and thus creates space for
European actors and inputs in important green political debates.

Projects and events in 2025 benefited greatly from the advice and support of Cogito (Sweden), Fundacié Nous Horitzons
(Spain), Institut aktivniho obéanstvi (Czechia), Polekol (Serbia), Strefa Zieleni (Poland), Oikos (Belgium), Visio (Finland),

Wetenschappelijk Bureau GroenLinks (Netherlands).

NEW IDEALISM FOR A DISRUPTED
EUROPE

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and the crumbling of the
world order are forcing Greens to do some long, hard
thinking about security. This project uses the concept of
“neo-idealism” as a starting point and draws lessons from
the experiences of the Central and Eastern European
countries that were the first to raise the alarm about the
revival of Russian imperialism. This project delivered
a key GEF report, New Idealism for a Disrupted Europe:
Building Security Through Values, containing essays and
interviews that explore a values-driven approach to
military and civil resilience. They highlight the importance
of diplomacy and democracy promotion worldwide
and of strengthening the social fabric at home for both
geopolitical and ecological security. The publication and
its political recommendations were debated in Brussels
in early 2026.

AJUST GREEN DEAL AND BEYOND

In 2025 GEF organised two public debate events in
Stockholm and Helsinki around the GEF publication
Enough: Thriving Societies Beyond Growth, to promote
post-growth thinking and a wellbeing economy. Bringing
together policymakers, researchers, and civil society
actors, these events explored debates on the limits of
economic growth and the need for alternative models
centred on sufficiency, social justice and ecological
sustainability for the future of Europe.

GEF GREEN HORIZONS ACADEMY
—GOOD FORNATURE

GEF’s Green Horizons Academy aims to expand
the political imagination of the green movement by
fostering dialogue on alternative and liveable futures
across Europe and beyond. The 2025 edition, Good for
Nature, held in Belgrade on 28-29 March, focused on
biodiversity protection, environmental democracy and
civic engagement in the context of growing ecological
and political pressures.

Against the backdrop of increasing threats to the EU’s
Biodiversity Strategy 2030, intensified corporate lobbying
and shrinking civic space, the Academy addressed the
need to defend nature while ensuring a socially just
transition. Particular attention was given to the Balkans,
where local communities face pressures from extractivism
such as mining and hydropower projects. The event
brought together Green actors, experts and academics,
activists and civil society actors for mutual learning and
exchange.



GREEN TALKS WITH GEF

Polish Green Days

As part of the 2025 edition of the Green Days in Poland,
GEF organised a series of talks bringing together
politicians, civil society actors, and activists to foster
exchange on a Green vision for security in Europe.
Discussions addressed the intersections between defence,
environmental protection, democracy, and security, in
a context marked by geopolitical tensions and democratic
backsliding. The summer school gathered around 100
participants, coming from Green movements, civil society
organisations, and grassroots organisations from Poland
and Europe. The symbolic setting of Biatowieza National
Park highlighted the links between biodiversity, borders,
and human rights.

Ecotransformation Summer School (Czechia)

In August 2025, GEF led a day of talks at the
Ecotransformation Summer School in Czechia. The
event provided an important space for civic actors and
communities to exchange ideas and co-create solutions for
ecological sustainability, democratic renewal, and social
justice. Through panels and workshops, the GEF Talks
explored challenges including rising authoritarianism,
public support for the Green Deal, and socio-economic
justice. The summer school brought together around 50
participants, including green movement actors, activists
and academics, civil society organisations, students, and
professionals working in nature conservation, social work,
public administration, and environmental education.

ALEXANDER LANGER PEACEBUILDER:
LESSONS AND LEGACIES FOR EUROPE
TODAY

In October 2025, GEF hosted a webinar marking the 30th
anniversary of the passing of Alexander Langer — one of
Europe’s most influential Green voices. The event brought
together Green actors and experts to reflect on Langer’s
legacy and explore how his ideas remain relevant to
the challenges facing Europe today. The webinar drew
on a Green European Journal article revisiting Langer’s
life and commitment to reconciliation, using it as
a springboard for a wider conversation about how his
vision of peacebuilding and ecological transition can
inform the Green movement’s response to contemporary
crises.
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GREEN-RED DIALOGUES

In 2025, GEF continued its Green-Red Dialogues series,
creating a platform to address defining social and
ecological challenges through a Southern European lens.
Bringing together diverse voices, the series connected
red and green perspectives across Europe. The 2025
edition adopted a multimedia approach, combining
a webinar, podcast, and public debate. Discussions
explored Europe’s responsibilities and prospects for
peace in response to the ongoing genocide in Palestine,
while the podcast examined how Generation Z perceives
gender inequality and the growing divide between boys’
and girls’ views on feminism. The series concluded with
an in-person debate in January 2026 on ecosocialism
and the contemporary relevance of Manuel Sacristan,
reflecting on the intersection of Marxism, ecology, and
ethics.

ECOPOLIS 2025: FAIR(ER) FUTURES
FESTIVAL

Ecopolis is an annual ecological festival taking place in
Brussels and co-organised by a wide consortium of civil
society organisations and think tanks. As in previous
years, GEF’s involvement supported the 2025 edition by
bringing a European dimension to the festival, connecting
Belgian audiences to broader continental debates on
ecological transition and social justice. Held across
multiple venues in the Belgian capital, the two-day event
brought together writers, artists, academics, and activists
around the theme of “Fair(er) Futures”, placing climate
justice, imagination, and collective action at the heart of
the programme.

The event featured four keynote figures whose work
spanned the full breadth of the festival’s ambitions:
Joyeeta Gupta on global constitutional frameworks for
ecological and social justice; Jens Meijen on the promises
and risks of artificial intelligence; Kes Otter Lieffe on
queer ecology and forms of belonging; and Jonas Staal
on the role of imagination and propaganda in climate
action. The event brought together over 100 participants
representing a wide range of backgrounds, including
civil society organisations, activists and community
movements, and academia.



TRAINING HUB

THE GREENHOUSE: TRAINING FOR
ACTIVISTS

In August 2025, the Green European Foundation
launched The Greenhouse, a new flagship initiative for
the political education and training of young European
green activists, thinkers, and organisers. Held in Latvia
from 23-27 August, the five-day residential programme
brought together 30 young activists from across Europe
to strengthen their understanding of European political
ecology, European green policies and the history of
the European Green movement, and build political
communication skills under the umbrella theme of
‘Freedom’.

Combining expert-led workshops, participatory learning,
and community-building activities, the programme
focused on European political ecology and green policy
education, as well practical skills in debating. The
programme also benefitted from the input of prominent
guest speakers. MEP Martin§ Stakis and European Green
Party Committee Member Elina Pinto joined a fishbowl
conversation on Europe and freedom, while Latvian Green
actors and activists, Selma Levrence, Martin$ Engelis, and
Ance Ulmane, shared insights into the success of Latvia’s
Green movement. These exchanges offered participants
an honest look at the tensions between grassroots’
activism and institutional politics, and the importance of
connecting European debates to local realities.

Following the residential training, the Greenhouse alumni
continued through online sessions featuring political
scientist Edouard Gaudot on political ecology, and MEPs
Nicolae Stefinutd and Benedetta Scuderi on navigating
the relationship between activism and elected office.

GEF EUPOLICY DAY ATYOUNG
EUROPEAN GREENS SUMMER CAMP

In July 2025, GEF organised an EU Policy Day as part
of the FYEG Summer Camp in Puck, Poland. The
one-day training brought together more than 50 young
Green activists from across Europe to strengthen
their understanding of European policymaking and its
connection to grassroots activism.

Through a combination of formal and non-formal
education methods, including workshops, panel
discussions, and case studies, participants explored
how do the EU institutions function, how policies are
developed, and the role young people and civil society
can play in shaping them. Discussions also examined
what distinguishes effective policy responses to today’s
social and ecological challenges, with a particular focus
on advancing a green and social Europe.

The training formed part of GEF’s broader commitment to
youth empowerment, political education, and democratic
participation across Europe.
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GREEN FLOW

In 2025, GEF continued to advance its “green flow”
strategic objective, positioning GEF as a leading hub for
green ideas, debate, training, and networking within the
broader Green family.

In December 2025, GEF attended the European Green
Party Congress in Lisbon, Portugal. This event served as
key moment to amplify GEF’s work and forward-looking
ideas and proposals, forge relationships and build visibility
within the broader Green political landscape.

The GEF network also continued to grow. In June 2025,
we welcomed one new observer member from Croatia,
Sustainable Development Forum Green Window /
Forum za odrzivi razvoj Zeleni prozor. Throughout the
year, GEF convened two online Foundation Leaders’
Meetings (March and October 2025), designed to
provide a dedicated space for political exchange,
strategic discussion, and peer-to-peer learning among
Directors and representatives of European Green political
foundations and key European Green family stakeholders.

GEF’s “green flow” work also strengthened exchange
and collaboration with green and progressive actors
across Europe by deepening strategic partnerships and
connecting GEF’s network of experts, activists, and
partners with key events and stakeholder spaces. This
included supporting cooperation on democracy-related
challenges, while continuing to link people, ideas,
and initiatives across the European Green ecosystem.
Through these efforts, GEF reinforced its role as
a trusted convener, connector, and amplifier of green
political education in Europe.



POLICY AND RESEARCH HUB

The Policy and Research Hub delivers inputs and ideas on key European issues, in particular through building
networks for knowledge production, exchange and dissemination through its innovative Knowledge Communities
method. GEF’s policy and research work plays a vital role in advancing European green and progressive systemic
thinking at the intersection of green, social, and economic policy. Key initiatives include internal research and analysis,
policy briefs, Knowledge Community meetings, and acting as a hub for civil society, experts and green policymakers
on associated topics.

In 2025, GEF’s Policy and Research Hub held a total of five in-person Knowledge Community and expert meetings,
as well as seven online sessions. It also organised two “Meet the Expert” sessions, bringing together experts and
policymakers, and two public launch events. Altogether, the Policy and Research Hub published seven policy briefs,

one policy report, an essay, two research papers, and one book chapter across our thematic streams.

EU ENERGY TRANSITION

Building on earlier work on the EU energy transition,
GEF’s Policy and Research Hub continued its knowledge
community with the Heinrich Boll Stiftung, resulting in
three briefs (available in English and Catalan) on the
social dimension:

» Fair allocation of energy network costs, authored
by Tom Lewis (Energy Policy Coordinator at
CAN Europe) and Christophe Jost (Energy Policy
Coordinator at CAN Europe)

* Increasing benefit sharing of renewable energy
projects, authored by Etienne Charbit (Europe Policy
Officer at réseau Cler)

» The beauty of what already exists: The contribution
of renovation and repurposing to affordable
energy-efficient homes, authored by Emily Bankert
(Researcher for Carbon and Energy in the Built
Environment at Buildings Performance Institute
Europe) and Hélene Sibileau (Senior Policy Advisor
at Buildings Performance Institute Europe)

Their drafting was supported by a Knowledge Community
of approximately 30 experts in energy and social policy
from industry, EU institutions, civil society, and think
tanks. The authors used a collaborative method where
they presented each draft during Knowledge Community
meetings, drawing ideas from the group’s expertise.
Two in-person and three online knowledge community
meetings were held.

Alaunch event in November 2025 featured panels with the
authors, representatives of the European Commission, the
Cabinet of the EU Commissioner for Energy & Housing,
and the European Parliament, as well as speakers from
civil society organisations and national organisations.
The brief’s impact, particularly on files related to benefit
sharing, shows the potential of forward-thinking ideas
and the multiplier effect created by GEF’s Knowledge
Community methodology.



GLOBAL DIMENSION OF THEENERGY
TRANSITION

In 2025, the Policy and Research Hub’s work on energy
was extended to include the global dimension, stemming
from the conviction that the EU’s green transition depends
as much on its external relations as internal regulation.
The Policy and Research Hub collaborated with GEF
Fellow Sofia Martinez, a climate and energy policy expert
working at Spain’s Institute for Energy Diversification and
Saving (IDEA). This workstream applied the Knowledge
Community methodology.

At COP 30 in Belem, Brazil, the Policy and Research Hub
chaired an event examining how the EU’s just transition
efforts can promote fairness, social equity, and human
security, while advancing global justice. The following
stakeholders discussed pathways toward inclusive and
globally just energy and climate transitions:

»  Simone Borghesi, FSR Climate, EAERE & University
of Siena

» Taisa Mendonga, Local Governments for
Sustainability (ICLEI)

e Laura de Bonfils, Social Platform

» Léa Reichert, Brazilian Centre for International
Relations (CEBRI).

The brief was published later in 2026, arguing that the EU
must embed its energy transition within a broader vision
that integrates security, human rights, economic resilience
and social stability within and beyond its borders.

GENDER EQUALITY AND ENERGY

Building on the Policy & Research Hub’s 2024 Knowledge
Community on the nexus between gender and energy,
Director of the French NGO Virage Energie Barbara
Nicoloso delivered an essay entitled “Gender Power: The
energy transition through a gender lens” The publication
is available in French, English, Italian and Polish. It
explores the deep historical links between gender and
energy and skillfully outlines a path toward an equitable
and just energy transition.
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POLITICAL STEPS TOWARDS
ECO-SOCIALTRANSFORMATION

Led by Matteo Mandelli, postdoctoral research fellow at
Sciences Po Paris, this Knowledge Community had already
met in 2024. In 2025, this work culminated in a policy
brief that put forward institutions, ideas and interests
as building blocks of an eco-social transformation.
Key elements include strengthening socio-ecological
coalitions and constituencies, promoting rights-based
ideas, and creating inclusive, multilevel and silo-breaking
institutions. These efforts were complemented by a “Meet
the Experts” session in autumn 2025.

This Knowledge Community process was flanked by

additional papers:

* Presentation of the paper “Addressing public
policy and governance stages for European social-
ecological protection” delivered by Philippe Pochet
at the workshop Understanding the Managing and
Ecological Social Concepts at Science Po Paris,
organised by Bruno Palier in June 2025.

*  European Social Observatory (OSE) Research paper
“Public policy and governance for European social-
ecological protection” — authored by the Policy &
Research Hub and Philippe Pochet.

»  Chapter “Pour une protection sociale durable en Europe
written by Taube Van Melkebeke, Philippe Pochet
and Matteo Mandelli in the book La Coalition Climat,
authored by Pierre Charbonnier.

2

A EUROPEAN WELLBEING ECONOMY

The policy report “A European Wellbeing Economy: Avenues
for Political Action’, delivered to GEF by the Institute for
European Environmental Policy (IEEP), was launched at
a public event in March 2025 (report available in English
and Portuguese). The report maps the main challenges
and provides recommendations to inspire European
institutions to put wellbeing at the heart of European
policymaking, as called for in the EU’s founding treaties.
It discusses the state of play and develops EU-level
reflections, solutions and recommendations for six key
aspects of a European wellbeing economy.



THE EU SINGLE MARKET AND CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

In 2025, the Policy and Research Hub centred the circular
economy as a key political hook for its work on the reform
of the EU Single Market. We continued our collaboration
with the GEF Fellow Philippe Pochet, former director
of the ETUI, as a core expert. Using the Knowledge
Community methodology, a first meeting in May 2025
started an iterative process of knowledge production.
The Policy and Research Hub followed a two-pronged
approach: first, highlighting the potential of the circular
economy for Europe’s Single Market, its social fabric and
its ecological dimension, and second, exposing where we
need to improve on the social side.

The work leaned on the expertise of three authors for the
different chapters of the brief:

» Rebecca Tauer (WWF Germany),
» Eva Bille (European Environmental Bureau), and
» Janek Vaehk (Zero Waste Europe).

The authors explored the transformative potential of
possible solutions along the “9 R chain”, highlighting
the power of circularity for economic, social and
environmental resilience and outlining political and policy
proposals that can untap this potential. Following a total
of three in-person and three online meetings, the brief
was published early 2026 and presented at the ‘Remade
in Europe’ conference hosted by the Greens/EFA group.

ECONOMIC AND FISCALPOLICY
THINKING

The Policy and Research Hub also delivered the following
outputs on economic and fiscal policy:

*  Bridging the Gap: Matching Europe’s budget with its
strategic transformation needs

This brief makes the case for a more ambitious EU
budget. Together with contributions from the climate
think tank E3G, Alba Berhami Sintomer (Policy Advisor
and Research Lead) and Sandra Tzvetkova (Senior Policy
Advisor), the Policy and Research Hub made the case for
a bold new European Multiannual Financial Framework
that reflects today’s intertwined climate, social, and
geopolitical challenges.

* Conference Paper ‘A modernised European single
market for a new reality of economic security”

As part of the Single Market Economics Papers by
the Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs of the European Commission,
this paper fills the gaps in current understandings
of economic security by developing an expanded
framework that incorporates economic resilience and,
more specifically, environmental and social security.

*  Meet the experts— Spearheading social and environmental
goals in the new EU competitiveness agenda: Clean
Industrial Deal

Together with the Foundation for European Progressive
Studies, the GEF policy and research hub invited
European Parliament advisors across political families,
experts from civil society and the European Commission
to define concrete political ways forward. Our discussion
in March 2025, hosted by Domien Vangenechten (E3G),
provided an overview of the Clean Industrial Deal and
opportunities to channel the EU’s industrial policy
towards social and climate goals.
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STATUTORY
MEETINGS

In 2025, the GEF Board held seven meetings to oversee
the organisation’s decision-making processes. Four
General Assemblies were held in 2025: two online and
two in person in Brussels. The GEF General Assembly
in June 2025 was organised in a two-part format to
better balance statutory obligations with strategic and
participatory exchange.

This approach was informed by a needs-assessment
survey conducted among member organisations in early
2025. The first part of the GA, held online on 18 June,
focused on statutory matters, including the approval
of 2024 annual accounts. Members also voted on new
representatives, including Rui Tavares (Portugal) and
Marieke Van Doorninck (Netherlands) from the European
Green Party and welcomed one new observer member,
Sustainable Development Forum Green Window (Croatia).
The second part, held in Brussels on 26-27 June, focused
on political exchange, training and networking. Members
engaged in a discussion on the GEF 2025-2030 strategy,
alongside a political exchange on the topic of democracy
and Europe, and a fundraising training workshop.

An extraordinary online GA was convened online in
October 2025 to approve the transfer of GEF’s legal seat
from Luxembourg to Belgium. This decision, adopted
unanimously, was taken to ensure greater coherence
between GEF’s operational and legal structures, while
simplifying administrative processes.

The November GA, held in Brussels on 6—-7 November,
combined political exchange, statutory matters, and
training. A political discussion explored the challenges of
climate communication in a context of rising right-wing
narratives. The programme included a full-day workshop
on climate communications with expert Christopher
Shaw. During the General Assembly, a new Board for the
2025-2028 mandate was elected, composed of Meyrem
Almaci (co-president, Belgium), Vedran Horvat (Croatia),
Benedek Javor (Hungary), Vesna Jusup (Serbia), Agata
Meysner (Poland), Benoit Monange (Co-president,
France), Paz Serra Portilla (Spain), and Claude Weinber
(Germany). The 9th Board seat was filled in early 2026 by
Fausta Rontzye (Lithuania).
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

COSTS

Budget

Actual

A. ELIGIBLE COSTS

A.1. Personnel costs 950,000.00 1,039,339.03
1. | Salaries and equivalent 670,000.00 711,057.23
2. | Contributions 170,000.00 155,866.73
3. Professional training 20,000.00 4578.34
4. | Staff missions expenses 15,000.00 16,480.64
5.  Other personnel costs 75,000.00 151,356.09
A.2. | Infrastructure and operating costs 120,000.00 118,946.33
1. | Rent, charges and maintenance costs 85,000.00 96,988.03
2. Costs relating to installation, operation and maintenance of 12,000.00 3,484.56
equipment
3. Depreciation of movable and immovable property 6,000.00 8,571.12
4. Stationery and office supplies 3,000.00 2,434.69
5.  Postal and telecommunications charges 10,000.00 4,298.00
6.  Printing, translation and reproduction costs 4,000.00 3,169.93
7.  Other infrastructure costs
A.3. Administrative costs 199,000.00 242,428.02
1. | Documentation costs (newspapers, press agencies, 2,500.00 3,303.35
databases)
2. | Costs of studies and research 140,000.00 164,205.18
3. Legal costs 44,000.00 54,619.84
4. Accounting and audit costs 10,000.00 16,634.79
5. | Miscellaneous administrative costs 2,500.00 3,664.86
6. Support to third parties
A.4.  Meetings and representation costs 100,000.00 70,984.09
1. | Costs of meetings 55,000.00 46,454.73
2.  Participation in seminars and conferences 20,000.00 10,509.43
3. Representation costs 20,000.00 12,104.40
4. | Costs of invitations 5,000.00 1,915.53
5.  Other meeting-related costs
A.5. Information and publication costs 600,339.00 361,035.00
1.  Publication costs 150,000.00 109,641.20
2. | Creation and operation of internet sites and social media 35,000.00 63,737.30
3. Publicity costs 15,339.00 1,268.00
4. | Communications equipment (gadgets)
5. | Seminar and exhibitions 400,000.00 186,388.50
6. | Other information-related costs
A.6. Allocation to "Provision to cover eligible costs of the 330,222.00
first quarter of year N+1"
TOTAL ELIGIBLE COSTS 1,969,339.00 2,162,954.47
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Budget

Actual

B. INELIGIBLE COSTS

B.1.

Allocations to other provisions

B.2.

Financial charges

B.3.

Exchange losses

C. TOTAL EXPENDITURE

B.4. Doubtful claims on third parties
B.5. | Others (Grant to be reimbursed) 17,639.00
B.6. Contributions in kind

TOTAL INELIGIBLE COSTS 0.00 17,639.00

1,969,339.00

2,180,593.47

REVENUE

D. EP FUNDING

F. TOTAL REVENUE

G. EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FUNDING USED TO COVER
95% OF ELIGIBLE COSTS IN YEAR N

H. PROFIT/LOSS

D.1. European Parliament funding 1,870,872.00 2,066,954.28
1. Dissolution of Provision from N-1 to cover eligible costs of 242,954.28
the first quarter of year N
2. European Parliament funding requested (budget) / final 1,870,872.00 1,824,000.00
(actual) for year N
E.1. Member contributions 63,467.05 126,168.43
1. | from member organisations 63,467.05 126,168.43
2. from individual members
E.2. Donations 20,000.00 4,500.00
2.  National and European partner foundations 0.00 4,500.00
3. | Other 20,000.00 0.00
E.3. Other own resources 15,000.00 4,038.00
1. | Books sales and participation fees 0.00 2,638.00
2. | Capacity building trainings and workshop 0.00 1,400.00
3. | Other 15,000.00 0.00
E.4. Interest from pre-financing
E.5. Contributions in kind
TOTAL OWN RESOURCES 98,467.05 134,706.43

1,969,339.05

1,870,872.05

0.05

2,201,660.71

2,054,806.75

21,067.24



GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

AND STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
UNTILNOVEMBER 2025

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Co-President)
Dagmar Tutschek (Co-President)

Benoit Monange (Treasurer)

Mar Garcia Sanz

Ewa Sufin-Jacquemart

Vedran Horvat

Claude Weinber

Benedek Javor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AS OF NOVEMBER 2025

Benoit Monange (Co-President)
Meyrem Almaci (Co-President)
Agata Meysner, (Treasurer)

Paz Serra Portilla

Vesna Jusup

Fausta Rontzye (elected early 2026)
Vedran Horvat

Claude Weinber

Benedek Javor

GENERAL ASSEMBLY FULL MEMBERS
INNOVEMBER 2025

Juliane Alton - Freda — Die Griine Zukunftsakademie
(Austria)

Dirk Holemans — Oikos (Belgium)

Jonathan Piron — Etopia (Belgium)

Lana Pukanic - Institut za Politicku Ekologiju /
Institute for Political Ecology (Croatia)

Martina DusSkova — Institut Aktivniho Ob¢anstvi /
Institute for Active Citizenship (Czech Republic)

Katja Alvoittu — VISIO — Opintokeskus, Sivistysliitto,
Ajatuspaja (Finland)

Benjamin Bibas — European Green Party (France)
Kevin Puisieux — Fondation de I’Ecologie Politique
(France)

Roderick Kefferpiitz — Heinrich Boll Stiftung — EU
Office (Germany)

Sergey Lagodinsky — Greens/EFA Group in the
European Parliament (Germany)

Tommy Simpson — Green Foundation Ireland (Ireland)
Christine Stufferin — Fondazione Alexander Langer /
Alexander Langer Stiftung (Italy)
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Benedetta Scuderi — Greens/EFA Group in the
European Parliament (Italy)

Justine Pantelejeva - Brivibas Un Solidaritates Fonds /
Freedom and Solidarity Foundation (Latvia)

Tomas Tomilinas — Demokratijos Institutas /
Democracy Institute (Lithuania)

Carlo Back — Zukunft denken asbl (Luxembourg)
Marieke Van Doorninck — European Green Party
(Netherlands)

Kim van Sparrentak — Greens/EFA Group in the
European Parliament (Netherlands)

Noortje Thijssen — Wetenschappelijk Bureau
GroenLinks (Netherlands)

Kuba Bilski — Fundacja Strefa Zieleni (Poland)

Rui Tavares — European Green Party (Portugal)
Carlos M.G.L. Teixeira — Instituto José Tengarrinha
(Portugal)

Nicolae Stefanuta — Greens/EFA Group in the
European Parliament (Romania)

Raul Gomez — Transicion Verde (Spain)

Sandra Cruz - Fundaci6é Nous Horitzons (Spain)
Emma Nohrén — European Green Party (Sweden)
Siri Bergerud — Cogito (Sweden)

Miriam Kennet — Green Economics Institute (United
Kingdom)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OBSERVER
MEMBERS INNOVEMBER 2025

Elisabeth Kittl — Vienna Green Foundation — Griine
Bildungswerkstatt Wien (Austria)

Kaja Pavlini¢ — Forum za odrzivi razvoj Zeleni prozor
/ Sustainable Development Forum Green Window
(Croatia)

Aleksandar Gjorgjievski — Sunrise — 3apyxeHneto
MarpejcoHue / SUNRISE Association for Sustainable
Social and Economic Development (North Macedonia)
Predrag Momcilovic — Center za Zelene Politike /
Center for Green Politics (Serbia)

Zaklina Zivkovié — PolEkol (Serbia)

Cinta Gonzalez Sentis — Federation of Young
European Greens (Spain)

Magnus P. Wahlin — Green Forum (Sweden)

Ozge Doruk - Yesil Diisiince Dernegi / Green Thought
Association (Tiirkiye)

Peter Sims — Green House Think Tank (United
Kingdom)



STAFF

Giovanni Dal Pra’, Finance and Administration
Assistant

Alessio De Carolis, Communications Intern

Marie Eenens, Editorial and Communications Intern
(until February 2025)

Carlotta Geremia, Events and Membership Intern
Alessio Giussani, Editor-in-Chief, Green European
Journal

Alessia Gonfroid, Events Intern/Events Assistant (until
March 2025)

Cecile Grebet, Head of Finance and Administation
(until May 2025)

Amir Hashemi, Editorial Assistant

Sien Hasker, Head of Programme (Until June 2025)
Alice Hubbard, Head of Strategic Relations
Sebastian Hiihne, Capacity Building Assistant
Friederike Moller, Policy Intern

Anthony Msika, Project Assistant

Max Oliveras Alonso, Office and Admin Intern
Maria Sanchez Dios, Head of Communications (until
June 2025)

Laurent Standaert, Director

Giuseppina Tucci, Head of Operations (from
September 2025)

Taube Van Melkebeke, Head of Policy

The Green European Foundation extends its sincere thanks
to external consultants Eliza Popper (Deputy Director
ad-interim), Matthew Jones (Policy Consultant), and Celia
Fernandez (Policy Consultant) for their valuable support as
consultants throughout the year 2025.
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